
ST. MATTHEW’S  
GOOD NEWS UPDATE 

Happenings  

March 29, 2020 

April 4 - Drive-by Saturday! 
Pick-up times 8:30-10:00a.m., 1st come 1st served 

CDC health guidelines will be followed 
 
Pancakes and packets!  April’s pancake breakfast, along with Palm Sunday and the Easter egg extravaganza, will be 
different, to say the least.  The church is one of those essential businesses that are privileged to remain open on 
a limited basis.  In an effort to serve the St. Matthew’s community in these trying times, the following will occur. 
 

Pick-up times for all three are from 8:30-10:00 a.m. on a first-come, first-served basis.  (NOTE:  Social distanc-
ing and safety guidelines will be observed.) 
 

                 Pancakes 
Partakers of the pancake breakfast will have the option of curbside walk-up or drive-by to pick 
up a to-go container. 
 

Easter Egg Packets 
The Easter bunny will be on hand to greet families who would normally participate in our annual 
Easter egg hunt and story time.  Unfortunately, we cannot have story time or personal pictures with 
the Easter bunny this year. 
 

Curbside walk-up or drive-by options are available for you and your family. 
 

    Palm Sunday Packets 
We have put together packets that, hopefully, will bring a bit of the Palm Sunday worship experience 
to you since we will not be able to gather together.  Curbside walk-up or drive-by options are available. 
 

We are also offering delivery to those who are unable to come to the church. 
 

If you want a Palm Sunday packet delivered, you must email us at office@stmatthewsmethodist.org or 
call the church office at 713-697-0671 (please leave a message if no one answers!).  We will need 
your address and phone number to confirm our records.  Tell us if you want the packet placed in your 
mailbox, brought to your door, or if you want to walk to the delivery car when it arrives. 
 

Palm Sunday, Communion Sunday, April 5 
Tune in to livestream worship at 10:17 a.m. at the link below.  If you received one of the Palm Sunday packets, it 
contains a sealed Communion set with wafer and juice.  As part of worship, Pastor Wall will bless the Communion 
elements and we can all partake of this Holy Sacrament. 

https://www.facebook.com/StMatthewsUnitedMethodistChurch/?view_public_for=121609951186096 

 

Please call or email the office with any questions.  We are here to serve you! 

Breakfast 
is served! 

https://www.facebook.com/StMatthewsUnitedMethodistChurch/?view_public_for=121609951186096


    Sun. 3/29 

10:17a Worship on 
  Facebook Live 
 
Put Your Spirit 
  in Me 

Ezekiel 37:14 

    Mon. 3/30 
 
   7:00 Troop 20 
 
 Jesus Our Light 
 

John 8:12 

   Tue. 3/31 
 
  Do What 
    Pleases God 
 
    John 8:29 

   Wed. 4/1 
 
 Jesus’ Word is 
   Truth 
 
 Luke 1:37-38 

   Thu. 4/2 
 
God is Faithful 

 
Genesis 17:7 

    Fri. 4/3 
    
   God is Our 
     Rescuer 

 
Jeremiah 20:13 

   Sat. 4/4 
8:30a Drive-by 
  Pancakes 
  Palm Sunday 
    Packets 
  Easter Egg 
    Packets 

Ways to connect with giving as you are able 
 

 Go to our website, 

www.stmatthewsmethodist.org;  click the 

“Give Online” button; create a profile if you 
don’t already have one (it’s very easy!); click 
“Add Transaction”.  You can do a one-time 
donation or set it up for weekly or monthly 

donations. 

 Call Vanco Client Services at 1-800-675-

7430 and tell the representative you want to 

make a donation (debit or credit card).  The 

church office will be notified of the dona-

tion, and it will be added to our contributions 
database. 

 Call your bank or go to their website to make 

an electronic fund transfer. 

 Write one of those things called a check and 

let the U.S. Postal Service deliver it to us. 

 Drop off at front gate – call 832-330-5813 

& someone will collect your donation (M-F, 
8:00-noon)  

 

Thank you for your continued support of the 
missions and ministries of St. Matthew’s!  We 
love and appreciate you! 

In order to help slow the fast-spreading COVID-19 coronavirus, Harris County Judge 

Lina Hidalgo has issued the order to stay at home.  Most businesses will be closed, and 

citizens are being asked to not venture out except to the grocery store, doctor appoint-

ments, and other such errands.  Here is the link to Judge Hidalgo’s order:               

https://www.readyharris.org/Stay-Home  

Only 13 days ago officials were considering shutting the Houston Livestock Show and Ro-

deo down and wondering if that was the right thing to do.  We’ve never gone through 

such drastic changes to our lives in such a short amount of time!   

St. Matthew’s family and friends, we are not in control of life but we can control movements in our daily lives.  

Let’s do what we can to minimize the spread of this dreadful virus by staying home, staying informed, and keeping 

in touch with each other and with the one who has ultimate control - our very own God! 

Actually, it’s only 20 minutes! 

God doesn’t stop listening to us; he doesn’t stop long-

ing to hear what’s on our hearts.  Therefore, we 

can’t stop praying just because daily life as we know 

it has changed.  

Our Vibrant Church Initiative Prayer Team is contin-

uing their dedicated 20 minutes of prayer starting 

at 8:45 a.m. via teleconference during these Sundays 

when we can’t be together. 

We’d love for you to join us - you can pray silently or 

aloud.  Call 1-425-436-6307; access code is 

437019#.  Keep trying if the line is busy.  If you 

can’t join us on the phone, please say a prayer wher-

ever you are! 

https://www.readyharris.org/Stay-Home


 

We hope you enjoyed the 2nd Sunday of livestreaming worship!  Statistics tell us 
there were 388 views of the video.  Our official reported attendance is 60, taken 
from the number of “likes” and “loves”, comments, and those who responded to the 
office that you watched.  Until we get back to physically worshiping together in the 
Sanctuary, we hope you will join us on Sundays at 10:17 a.m. at the link below. 

https://www.facebook.com/StMatthewsUnitedMethodistChurch/?view_public_for=121609951186096 

THINK + SAY + DO 
Everything pleasing to you (Lord)! 

Bryan and Teresa Porter provided this picture of Jolie adjusting to being at home in-

stead of with her Children’s Weekday Ministries family.   Here’s what Bryan had to say 

about their day on March 17: 

“So far we drew shamrocks, leprechauns, and space ships.  The ship had mommy, daddy, and 

all of our pets to go explore the universe.  I also told Jolie that the shamrocks are from 

Ireland, which Jolie pulled out her Earth map and we found Houston, TX, America, and Ire-

land in Europe.  That was a lot of fun.  After that, we went on to make a sailboat in her Lite

-Brite kit and had a snack with carrots and fruit gummies.  We also made a bouquet of wild 

flowers for mommy to see when she comes home.  Now we are about to sit down and watch 

Elsa in Frozen 2.” 

As a way of staying in touch with each other, we invite you to send pictures of how you are 

spending time in this new world of ours to office@stmatthewsmethodist.org.  Please include a 
brief narrative. 

Ahh, normal life is still around us!  Thanks, Tom Blum-
mer, for informing the office about this pigeon and the 
new life-to-be.  This is the raised flower bed by the 
door leading into the choir loft. 

Wonder if the human powers-to-be could 

impose a mandate for vehicle distancing? 

Wouldn’t that be awesome - a 6-foot 

space all around while driving! 

No more tailgating, leading to less road 

rage!  We can dream, can’t we? 

Because of your continued shopping at Kroger, St. Matthew’s recently received a check for $85.24! 

https://www.facebook.com/StMatthewsUnitedMethodistChurch/?view_public_for=121609951186096


St. Matthew’s United Methodist Church 

Rev. Virginia Wall 

4300 N. Shepherd Dr.    Houston, TX  77018     

713-697-0671      
 

Please call the church office at 713-697-0671 

for questions or information on any opportuni-

ties listed.  Temporary office hours are Monday-

Friday, 8:00 a.m.-noon 

(office@stmatthewsmethodist.org).   Rev.  Wall 

can be reached at 713-204-8529 or at 

vwall@stmatthewsmethodist.org.   

Check us out at stmatthewsmethodist.org.  View 

our website for an updated 

calendar and newsletter! 

PRAYING FOR . . . 
US Military Men & Women 
Jeanette Lindley  
Jean Mooney  
John Cunningham 
 Men & Women in Law Enforcement 
Flood Victims 
MANNA 
Farrah Lowe 

Family of Dorothy Lofton 
Family of Allen Wagner 
Family of Frank Hebner 
Vibrant Church Initiative 
Family of Randall Bastian 
Joy Johnson & Family 
Charles Railsback 
Family of Yolanda Wilson 
Denis Rivette 
Adele Collins 

Rita Dostal 
Family of David Akin 
Family of Doris Gunderson 
Neal Parkey 
Joe Bisby, Jr. 

 

To keep our Prayer List current, 
please contact the church office to 
add names of those who need prayer 
or remove those who have received 
God’s blessing of healing. 

 
GREAT WAYS TO FAST THIS LENT 

In the words of Pope Francis 
 
 Fast from hurting words and say kind words 
 Fast from sadness and be filled with grati-

tude 
 Fast from anger and be filled with patience 
 Fast from pessimism and be filled with 

hope 

 Fast from worries and have trust in God 
 Fast from complaints and contemplate sim-

plicity 

 Fast from pressures and be prayerful 
 Fast from bitterness and fill your heart 

with joy 

 Fast from selfishness and be compassion-
ate 

 Fast from grudges and be reconciled 
 Fast from words and be silent so you can 

listen 

  
April 5 - Livestream Palm Sunday; Worship Committee 

April 7 - CWM Board via Teleconference 

April 9 - Maundy Thursday Service (TBD) 

April 10 - Good Friday Service (TBD) 

April 10 & 13 - Office & CWM Closed, Easter Holidays 

April 12 - Easter Sunday - He is Risen! 

April 14 - Trustees via Teleconference 


